Demyelination: a failure of cell communication?
A hypothesis is proposed that demyelination in both the CNS and PNS involves a failure of cell communication between the axon and oligodendrocyte/Schwann cell, as a primary event. The site of communication is assumed to be the paranodal myelin loop-axolemma membrane complex. It is postulated that "cross-talk" between the two cell types can be interrupted, and hence demyelination initiated, by pathophysiological changes in either the axon or myelinating cell. Experimental evidence in support of the hypothesis is cited in so far as it exists.